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Refused consent to such a pact.
Later 'twas told us as a fact
That to the sultan thus he spoke:
"God f orbid, sire, that you should make
A peace with Christianity,
Whatever the importunity,
Save with the king of England. (There
Is nowhere Christian knight more fair.)                              8,700
I neither wish it nor consent."
So the affair no further went.
Yet it was spread abroad and known,
And spoken of by everyone,
For Steven of Turnham, a man
Sent as envoy to the sultan,
Was in Jerusalem when came
These men, whom many knew by name:
There was Balian of Ibelin,8
Falser than any fiend of sin;                                              8,710
There was Renaud of Sidon,0 who
Had come to seek and to pursue
A peace unclean and foul and lewd.
By dogs he should have been pursued.
8 Balian d'lbelin, lord of Ibelin and Rama, was one of the leading barons of the
native Frank nobility. At the death of King Amaury, Balian had married his widow,
Marie Comnena, and had received with her the city and fief of Naplouse. Balian was
of the party of Raymond of Tripoli as opposed to Guy de Lusignan, and later sup-
ported Conrad as the most suitable candidate for the throne. As the step-father of
Princess Isabelle, he played an important part in securing her divorce from Humphrey
and her marriage to Conrad. Balian was highly respected by Saladin, who conferred
upon him the territory of Caimont in 1192  (Eracles> p. 198). His friendship with
Saladin made him valuable as an envoy, and he was employed not only by Conrad on
this occasion but also later by Richard when the final peace was drawn up (Eracles,
p. 199 variant; Beha ed Din, p. 384). Balian died around 1193-94, leaving his fiefs
to his sons John d'Ibelin, later lord of Beirut, and Philip, who became regent of
Cyprus (LaMonte, "John d'Ibelin," Byzantion, XII  [1937], 420-24).
9 Renaud of Sidon, lord of Sidon and Beaufort, 1165-1200, was another leader
among the Franco-Syrian nobility who supported Raymond of Tripoli and later
Conrad. He was connected with the royal house and with the Ibelins through mar-
riage, having married first Agnes de Courtenay and second Helvis, the daughter of
Balian d'Ibelin and Marie Comnena. Beha ed Din tells at length of his attempts to
outwit Saladin by futile negotiations when the sultan was besieging Beaufort (pp.
142-43, 150-53) and mentions him as Conrad's ambassador (pp. 317, 321-22).